Lesson #2: Wordless Book – Reading, Writing, and Creative Activities

Date of the Lesson:

2/20/07 & 2/22/07

Context of the Activity:  
Wordless books provide many worthwhile activities for an ESOL student.  In this lesson, we will use The Red Book by Barbara Lehman to develop the student’s reading skills, writing skills, and creativity.  This lesson can be followed by Lesson #3, in which students practice speaking, technology and listening skills in producing a multimedia video on the computer, based on The Red Book.
English Language Proficiency Standards:
· 1: English language learners communicate for social, intercultural, and instructional purposes within the school setting.

· 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the area of language arts.

Language Objectives:

· “Reading” a wordless book by analyzing its pictures

· Communicate through speaking, writing, and drawing using inferences and predictions
· Write narrative text
Content Objectives:
Language Arts:
· Identify elements of plot, theme, and character within texts

· Comprehend literary texts

· Write ideas in story form

· Make and defend inferences and draw conclusions about setting, characters, and events

· Identify and analyze character traits and actions to make inferences about motives or events in the story

Preparation & Materials:

· The Red Book by Barbara Lehman

· 3” X 5” Post-It notes for writing exercise

· Paper and crayons/markers/pencils for creative exercise

Activity Procedures:

15 minutes:
1. Explain to the students: “Not all books have words, and this is one of those books.  When books have no words, it is up to you to decide what the book means.  You do this by looking at the pictures and forming your own thoughts.  This means that each of us may have different ideas of what this book means.”

2. “Reading” exercise: Read through the book and have students verbalize their thoughts as they view the book.  Ask students to make inferences and predictions throughout. 

25 minutes:

3. Writing exercise: Read through the book again and have them write at least one sentence for each page spread on a post-it note stuck to the page.  Allow them to go back through what has currently been written as they go along.

15 minutes:

4. Creative exercise: After the last picture, talk about how the story could go on.  Present this: “What would the next page look like if the boy on the bicycle opened the red book?  What would he see and why?”  Students will draw this page and write a sentence to go along with it.  Have them discuss the setting, characters’ traits and actions, and events leading up to this point to defend their prediction.

Student Assessment:

Assess the products created from the lesson (writing and creative exercises) to evaluate if lesson objectives were met.  Informal assessment from listening to the students speak during the reading exercise (can use SOLOM).

Lesson #3: Wordless Book – Speaking, Technology and Listening Activities

Date of the Lesson: 2/22/07 & 2/27/07

Context of the Activity:

Wordless books provide many worthwhile activities for an ESOL student.  In this lesson, we will use The Red Book by Barbara Lehman to practice speaking, technology and listening skills in producing a multimedia video on the computer.  Preferably, Lesson #2 above would be completed before this lesson, and we will use the writing and creative exercises from that lesson as the script in this lesson.
English Language Proficiency Standards:

· 1: English language learners communicate for social, intercultural, and instructional purposes within the school setting.

· 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the area of language arts.

Language Objectives:

· Reading and speaking to record soundtrack for multimedia video

· Listening while watching multimedia video for understanding

Content Objectives:

Instructional Technology:

· Operate instructional equipment in the classroom, media center and computer lab to use/create materials 

· Begin to use computer peripherals with teacher assistance

· Use storyboarding to organize a presentation 

· Use a multimedia presentation product 

· Create multimedia presentations with some teacher assistance 

· Visual literacy: Understand, interpret, analyze and apply what is seen and heard

Language Arts:
· Identify elements of plot, theme, and character within texts

· Comprehend literary texts

· Make and defend inferences and draw conclusions about setting, characters, and events

· Identify and analyze character traits and actions to make inferences about motives or events in the story

Preparation & Materials:

· The Red Book by Barbara Lehman

· Access to computer

· Microphone peripheral for computer

· Completed writing exercise from Lesson #2

· Scanned image files of each page of The Red Book and of completed creative exercise from Lesson #2

· Windows Movie Maker applications (comes standard with Microsoft Windows computers)

Activity Procedures:
20 minutes:

1. Speaking exercise: Now we will make a recording of your story.  Allow student to practice and record through the computer and microphone peripheral when ready.  You can use the previous lesson’s writing and creative exercises as the script for this lesson, or you can allow the student to verbalize their thoughts on the fly (if they did not complete lesson #2).

30 minutes:

2. Technology exercise: Create a video with Windows Movie Maker using the soundtrack created from step 1 along with scanned images of the book’s pages.  This requires the student to re-create the story in the correct sequence (putting the book’s scanned images in sequential order on the video strip) and coordinating the timing of the images with the soundtrack.

20 minutes:

3. Listening exercise: Play back the videos for everyone to hear/see.  Discuss the similarities and differences in interpretations.  Talk about other possible interpretations.

Student Assessment:

Assess the products created from the lesson (the multimedia video) to evaluate if lesson objectives were met.  Informal assessments from listening to the students speak during discussion.

